'IRAQ,
these special interests in Turkish Arabia, although she was no
willing to recognize the full British claims.   The process o
reconciling the differences between the two Powers was re
stricted by the necessity of bringing Germany and Turkey into
agreement,  of considering the wishes  of France,  Italy and
Russia, and of finding compensations for them in order to
avoid that obsession of the early twentieth century; a general
European war. Not until June 15th, 1914, wa s a treaty initialled,
subject to ratification, following the conclusion   of separate
Turco-German negotiations.
By the terms of the agreement,1 Germany abandoned all
hope of a port in her own name on the Persian Gulf. She
secured, however, cessation of obstruction to the Baghdad Rail-
way, the recognition of her own special spheres in Anatolia,
North Syria and northern Mesopotamia, in exchange for recog-
nition of Great Britain's dominant position in southern Meso-
potamia and in the Persian Gulf. The terminus of the Baghdad
Railway was to be at Basra, any further construction to be
made only after a complete agreement had been previously
reached by the Ottoman, German and British Governments.
Both Powers were to observe strictly the terms of the Anglo-
Turkish Agreement of July 2gth, 1913, together with the agree-
ment between Lord Inchcape and the Baghdad Railway Com-
pany regarding important navigation rights, port and terminal
facilities on the Tigris and Euphrates and the agreement be-
tween the Smyrna-Aidin Railway and the Baghdad Railway
regarding important extensions to the former line. As an essen-
tial preliminary to the negotiations regarding the transfer of the
Turkish oilfields to a British controlled company, the German
Government was forced, in March, 1914, to recognize southern
Mesopotamia as well as central and southern Persia as the ex-
clusive fields of operation of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company,
and, in addition, to agree to the construction of a railway from
Kut al-'Amara to Mandali in order to facilitate the shipment of
1 Political Science Quarterly, Maich, 1923, pp. 29 If.
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